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MATURPRÜFUNGEN 2009
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Only after handing in both part I and part II will you be allowed to use your personal dictionary, which you can
collect at the desk of the teacher in charge. Electronic dictionaries are not permitted.

I. LISTENING COMPREHENSION

II. READING COMPREHENSION

Answers on the separate exam paper according to
the instructions given.

All answers on this exam paper according to the instructions given.

I DREAM OF DENVER
You may not know it to look at them, but urban planners are human and have dreams. One dream many
share is that Americans will give up their love affair with suburban sprawl and will rediscover denser,
more environmentally friendly, less auto-dependent ways of living.
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Those dreams have been aroused over the past few months. The economic crisis has devastated the
fast-growing developments on the outer suburbs. Americans now taste the bitter fruit of their
overconsumption.
The time has finally come, some writers are predicting, when Americans will finally repent. They’ll
move back to the urban core. They will ride more bicycles, have smaller homes and tinier fridges and
rediscover the joys of dense community — and maybe even superior beer. America will, in short,
finally begin to look a little more like Amsterdam. Well, Amsterdam is a wonderful city, but
Americans never seem to want to live there. And even now, in this moment of great pain, they don’t
seem to want the Dutch option.
The Pew Research Center just finished a study about where Americans would like to live and what sort
of lifestyle they would like to have. The first thing they found is that even in dark times, Americans are
still looking over the next horizon. Nearly half of those surveyed said they would rather live in a
different type of community from the one they are living in at present.
Second, Americans still want to move outward. People that live in cities are least happy with where
they live, and cities are one of the least popular places to live. Only 52 percent of urban residents rate
their communities “excellent” or “very good,” compared with 68 percent of suburban residents and 71
percent of the people who live in rural America.

‐1‐

25

Cities remain attractive to the young. Forty-five percent of Americans between the ages of 18 and 34
would like to live in New York City. But cities are profoundly unattractive to people with families and
to the elderly. Only 14 percent of Americans 35 and older are interested in living in New York City.
Only 8 percent of people over 65 are drawn to Los Angeles. We’ve all heard stories about pensioners
who move back into cities once their children are grown, but that is more anecdote than trend.
Third, Americans still want to go west. The researchers at Pew asked Americans what metro areas they
would like to live in. Seven of the top 10 were in the West: Denver, San Diego, Seattle, San Francisco,
Phoenix, Portland and Sacramento. The other three were in the South: Orlando, Tampa and San
Antonio. Eastern cities were down the list and Midwestern cities were at the bottom.
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Finally, Americans want to go someplace new. The powerhouse cities of the 20th century — New
York, Los Angeles, Chicago — are much less desirable today than the ones that have more recently
started to grow.
In short, Americans may indeed be gloomy and feel powerless. But they’re still Americans. They are
still drawn to virgin ground, still restless against limits.
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If you jumble together the five most popular American metro areas — Denver, San Diego, Seattle,
Orlando and Tampa — you get an image of the American Dream circa 2009. These are places where
you can imagine yourself with a stuffed garage — filled with skis, kayaks, soccer equipment, hiking
boots and boating equipment. These are places you can imagine yourself leading an active outdoor
lifestyle.
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These are places (except for Orlando) where spectacular natural scenery is visible from mediumdensity residential neighborhoods, where the boundary between suburb and city is hard to detect. These
are places with loose social structures and relative social equality, without the Ivy League status system
of the Northeast or the star structure of Los Angeles These places are car-dependent and spread out, but
they also have strong cultural identities and pedestrian meeting places. They offer at least the promise
of friendlier neighborhoods, slower lifestyles and service-sector employment. They are neither
traditional urban centers nor the scattered surroundings of a large town. They are not, except for
Seattle, especially ideological, Democratic or Republican. They offer the dream, so characteristic on
this continent, of having it all: the machine and the garden.
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The folks at Pew asked one other interesting question: Would you rather live in a community with a
McDonald’s or a Starbucks? McDonald’s won, of course, but by a surprisingly small margin: 43
percent to 35 percent. And that, too, captures the incorrigible nature of American culture, a culture
slowly refining itself through espresso but still in love with the drive-thru.
The results may not satisfy those who dream of Holland, but there’s one other impressive result from
the Pew survey. Americans may be gloomy and afraid, but they still have a clear vision of the good life.
That’s one commodity never in short supply.
David Brooks, The New York Times, February 16, 2009 (slightly adapted)
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A)

Comprehension questions:
1. Rephrase the two sentences The economic crisis ... their own overconsumption. (ll. 4 – 6)
in your own words.
(4 points)
2. Explain what the Dutch option (l. 12) is.

(4 points)

3. Summarize the findings of the Pew Research Center in one sentence each

(4 points)

4. Describe the American Dream 2009 with regard to place and housing.

(6 points)

5. In what ways does the 'traditional' American Dream still exist?

(4 points)

6. What does the McDonald's – Starbucks comparison tell the reader about American culture?
(4 points)

7. What is in your opinion the most important point of this article?

(2 points)

Answers:
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Vocabulary (answers on this sheet)

B)
I.

Explain (in English) the meaning or give a synonym of the following words as they appear
in the text
(1 point each)

1. suburban sprawl (l. 2)

5. gloomy (l. 33)

2. are predicting (l. 7)

6. virgin ground (l. 34)

3. half of the surveyed (l. 15)

7. jumble together (l. 35)

4. rural (l. 20)

8. incorrigible (l. 51)

II.

Transform the following words - the forms needn't be related to the text (½ point each)

Give an abstract noun from:
1. know (l. 1)

4. dense (l. 9)

2. friendly (l. 3)

5. restless (l. 34)

3. growing (l. 5)

6. democratic (l. 47)

Give an adjective from
7. moment (l. 11)

9. trend (l. 25)

8. pain (l. 11)

10. system (l. 42)

Give an adverb from:
11. dream (l. 1)

13. attractive (l. 21)

12. happy (l. 17)

14. structure (l. 43)

Give a verb from:
15. different (l. 16)

17. strong (l. 44)

16. residential (l. 41)

18. characteristic (l. 47)
Total points: 45
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III. ESSAY

Write an essay of 350 – 400 words on ONE of the following topics (on a separate sheet provided).

1. The place I dream of.
2. Switzerland – a role-model for other countries?
3. Can we feed the growing population of the earth without destroying its natural resources?

Specific essay topics for each class

4AB:

Are there any Macbeths or Lady Macbeths today?

4B

Does Gatsby deserve to be called "Great"? In what way is he great? In what way is he not?

4E

Is The Merchant of Venice an anti-semitic play?

4IW

Are there any "princes" like Escalus today?

4LMR

Examine the themes of scandal / hypocrisy in any two of Oscar Wilde's plays.

4S

Examine the themes of scandal / hypocrisy in any two of Oscar Wilde's plays.

4W

Ambition – curse or blessing? (You may refer to Macbeth or other literature you have
read if you like).

4Z

William Blake: Engraver, Poet and Social Critic. (Your argument should be based on the enclosed
plate - at least to some extent).
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Reading Comprehension: Key

1. ll. 4-6
2. ll. 7-9 / (12)
3. ll. 14-32
4. ll. 36-48
5. ll. 33-34 / (47- 48)
6. ll. 51-52
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